
The impacts of crime in rural areas are many 
and varied, with the cost of theft alone being 
estimated at around £44.5m a year.

By helping to reduce crime and mitigate its 
impact, the National Rural Crime Network 
supports people visiting, working and living in 
the rural communities of England and Wales. 

In the face of ever-increasing competition for 
money, it is also vitally important that rural areas 
are not left behind their urban neighbours. 
Through its members, the Network helps ensure 
the needs of rural communities are fully 
understood and met. 

Also, despite shrinking resources, the police and 
partners are continuously finding new and 
effective ways to keep rural communities safe 
and support victims. The Network helps share 
and promote this best practice.

Unique collaboration, 
powerful voice
Established in July 2014, the Network is 
supported by 28 Police and Crime Commissioners 
and police forces across England and Wales. The 
inaugural chair is Julia Mulligan the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for North Yorkshire and 
Vice-Chair is Tim Passmore, PCC for Suffolk.

In addition to PCCs and the police, the Network is 
supported by a wide range of other bodies with a 
deep interest in community safety and rural 
affairs. These include the Country Land and 
Business Association, the National Farmers 
Union, Neighbourhood Watch, Crimestoppers, 
Farmers Weekly, the National Community Safety 
Network, Historic England (formerly English 
Heritage), Countryside Alliance, NFU Mutual 
Assurance, the Rural Services Network, and 
leading academics. 

The network is funded jointly by its members and 
the Home Office. Together these members and 
supporters represent millions of people and as 
such the Network is uniquely placed to champion 
the needs of rural communities.

For a full list of members please go to 
www.NationalRuralCrimeNetwork.net 

NRCN
National Rural Crime Network

Contact us, 
work with us

The Network is interested in hearing from 
anyone with a view or contribution to make in 
keeping rural communities safe. 

National Rural Crime Network
Rural Services Network
Kilworthy Park
Tavistock
PL190BZ

T: 01822 813693
E: info@NationalRuralCrimeNetwork.net
W: www.NationalRuralCrimeNetwork.net

@NationalRCN

You can also access a rich source of ideas, best-
practice and evidence, which it may be possible 
apply to your local area. So if you want to discover 
how others have dealt with an issue or have an 
idea to put forward, the Network may be able to 
help.

Alternatively, you could be interested in getting 
directly involved in the Network or contributing to 
the debate on rural crime.

If you wish to report a crime, please call 101 to 
contact your local police force or if you need to 
discuss a specific issue local to your own area, 
please contact your own Police and Crime 
Commissioner.

Call anonymously with information about crime



Tackling crime in rural areas
The Network is concerned with all crime and 
anti-social behaviour occurring in rural areas. 
This includes problems typically associated with 
the countryside such as wildlife and heritage 
crime, farm equipment and animal thefts. 
However, there are particular challenges 
associated with a wide range of crimes 
perpetrated in rural areas, for example, drug 
dealing, domestic abuse and burglary, which 
very often present different demands to 
incidents in cities and urban areas. 

Providing services across large, sparsely 
populated geographical areas can also be more 
costly than in urban areas, and as resources 
come under even greater pressure, this is 
becoming even more challenging. It is vital that 
the voice of the countryside is heard and the 
personal, social and economic costs of crime and 
anti-social behaviour are fully understood and 
acted upon.

Moreover, whilst the volume of crime in rural 
areas is very often lower than in urban locations, 
its consequences can be equally impactful and 
profoundly undermine feelings of personal 
safety - a basic human need.

What we are here to do...
The Network has five clear aims.

1. Highlight the social, economic and personal 
costs of crime and anti-social behaviour to 
help ensure fair distribution of resources 
nationally and locally.

2. Provide the public, police and partners with 
examples of best practice and innovative work 
in rural locations, so that they can be taken up 
more widely across England and Wales.

3. Provide reassurance to people living in rural 
areas that their concerns are being taken 
seriously and to encourage people to come 
forward with their views. 

4. Encourage a stronger local response from the 
public and businesses to help promote 
community safety and reduce crime in rural 
areas.

5. Working alongside professionals and 
practitioners, act as a forum to help develop 
effective preventative community safety and 
crime reduction initiatives.

How does it work?
Members of the Network meet regularly at 
locations across England and Wales to share 
ideas and innovations from different parts of the 
country. Initiatives are assessed for their quality, 
effectiveness and potential for wider 
implementation in other areas. This work is co-
ordinated with the national policing lead for rural 
crime and the College of Policing, which is 
building a database of "what works". 

Sharing best practice in this way helps improve 
effectiveness and efficiency, thus contributing to 
reducing the occurrence and impact of crime in 
rural areas.

It is also essential that the Network is informed 
by facts and evidence, so commissioning and 
conducting research is of particular importance. 
Through its membership, the Network has 
unparalleled access to millions of people visiting, 
living and working in rural areas. This is vital in 
helping the Network have a conversation with 
people in rural communities, to deliver on its 
objectives. 

Further details of the Network's membership, 
work, case studies and research can be found at: 
www.NationalRuralCrimeNetwork.net

The National Rural Crime Network will help 
support rural communities and businesses 
that are all too often targeted by ruthless 
criminals who consider homes and property 
in the countryside an easy target.

Mike Penning MP, Policing Minister
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